
TREATY WITH THE BLACKFOOT I N D I ~ S .  OCT. 17,1855. 

BRANKLIN PIERCE, 
PBESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMEIUCB, Oak 17, 1866. 

TO ALL PEIWONB TO WHOM TERSE PB&BEZ?l'S SKALL OOBfE, GBEETIHG: 

WHEXEAS, a treaty was made and concluded at the council ground on 
the Upper Mhouri, near the mouth of the Judith River, in the territory 
of Nebraska, on the seventeenth day of Oqmber, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-five, between A. Cumming and hw I. 
Stevens, cornmiasionera on the part of the United  state^, and the Black- 
foot and other triies of Indians, which treaty is in the words and %@re6 
following to wit :- 

Articles of agreement and conventik made and mcluded at the coun- ~ i t b  
cil ground on the Upper Missouri, near the mouth of the Judith River, 
fn the territory of Nebraska, this seventeenth day of October, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and Hty-five, by and between A Cumming 
md Ieaao I. Stevens, commissioners duly appointed and a o t h o ~  cm 
the part of the United. States, and the undersigned chiefs, headmen, and 
delegates of the followiug nations a d  tribes of Indians, who occup f 
the purposes of hunting, the territory on the Upper Missouri and &;: 
Stone Rivers, and who have permanent homes as follows: East of the 
Rocky Mountains, the Blackfoot nation ; consistin of the Pi, Blood, 
~ ~ ~ o o t , ~ ~ r r n ~ e n t z e s t z i t w s ~ ~ n ~  2Ltofthe-fiun- 
taing the Flathead nation; d t i n g  of the Flathead, Upper Pend 
d90reille9 and h t e m y  tribes of lndiang and the Nez Pe rd  tribe of 
Indians, the said chief% headmen ahd delegates, in behalf of and acting 
for said nations ancl tribes, ancl being duly authorized thereto by them. 

ABTICLE 1. Peace, friendship and amity shall hereafter exist.between Y ~ W  to ~ X M  

the Unitecl States and the aforbaid nations ancl tribes of Inclians, parties *&U. state. 
to this treaQ, ancl the same shall be perpetual. 

ABTICLB 2. The a f o d  nations and tr i iee of Indians, parties to this P ~ W  to e t  
treaty, do hereby jointl? ancl severally covenant that peaceful relations w3thewhother and with emhain shall likewise be maintamed a a ~ ~ n g  themselves in future ; and that they ,th, e, 
will abstain from all hestilities whatsoever a@mt each other? and culti- 
vate lhutual go0a-a ancl friendship. And the nations ancl tribe9 afore- 
said do Whermore jointly and severally covenant, that peaceful relations 
shall be maintained with ancl that they will abstain from all hostilities 
whatsoever, excepting in self-defence, against the following named na- 
tions and tribes of Indians, to wit: the Crows, AssineW~ns, Crees, . Snakes, Blackfeet, Sans Am, and Aunca-pa-pes ban* of Sioux, and 
d l  other neighboring nations ancl t r i h  of Indians. 

ABTICLB 8. The Blackfoot nation consent and agree that all thrrt por- Blackfoot T* 
tion of country recognized. and de5ed by the tm&y of Laramie as zy-- 
Blackf't 'territory, lying withim lines drawn from the Hell Gate or ing(poall& 
Medicine &ak Passes in the main range of the aook Mountains, in an 
easterly direction to the nearest source of the Muole &dl River, theuce 
to the mouth of Twenty-five Yard Creek, thence up the Yellow Stone . 
River to its northern source, and tlience along the main range of the ' 
Rocky Xountains, in a northerly direction, to the point of beginning, 
shall be a common huntin und for nincty-nine years, where all the 
nations, tribes and wV'L- parties to thii treaty? may e + y  
equal and uninterrupted privileges of huoting, Lhing ancl gathering h i t ,  

-grazing himals, curing meat and dmsing mbes. -They f h e r  Pgree 
that they will not establish villages, or in any otber way exercise esclu- 
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sive rights within ten miles of the northern lime of the common hunting- 
ground, and that the es to this treaty may hunt on said northern 
bonndar~ line and wi c ten miles thereof. 

h d e 4  That the western Indians, arties to this treaty, may hunt 
on the trail leading down the Muscle 8hell to the Yellow Stone ; the 
Muscle Shell Ever beiig the boundary separating the Blackfoot from 
the Crow T d t o  

~ ~ d n .  AtadPovide&, k t  m d o n ,  band or tribe of Indians, parties to this 
tobemadethen- treaty, nor any other Indbm, shall be permitted to establish permanent 
011 mttlements, or in any other way exercise, during the period above men- 

tioned, exclusive righa4 or privileges within the limits of the above- 
&&bed hunting-ground. 

Vested And p-+dfrcrtirsr, That the rights of the mtek Indiana to a 
whole or a part of the mmmm huntingpund, derived from occupancy 

with. and possession, shall not be affected by this Mcle, except so far as said 
rights may be determined by the treaty of Laramie. 

M n  terrt ABTIOLM 4. The parties to thiis treaty agree and consent, that the tract ze%&z of country lying within limes drawn from the Hell Gate or Medioine 
lution. Rack Passes, in an easterly direction, to the nesreat source of the Muscle 

Shell River, thence down said river to its mouth, thence down the chan- 
nel of the l h o u r i  River to the mouth of Idilk River, thence due north 
to the firty-ninth parallel, thence due west on said parallel to thc main 
range of the Bocky Mountaim, and thence southqrl along said range to 
the place of beginning, shall be the territory of the &ackfmt nation, over 
which said nation s W  exercise exclusive control, excepting as may be 
othehise provided in this treaty. Subject, however, to the provisions of 
the t h i i  article of this sty, giving the ht to hunt, and prohibiting 2 the estahliiment of permanent villages and e exercise of ahp exclusive 
rights within ten miles of the northern line of the common hunting- 

round, drawn froin the neawt s o h  of the Muscle Shell River to the 
kedicine Rock Pama, for the period of ninety-nine years. 

A.ooidsd d o ,  That the Assinibins shall have the right of hunting, in 
common with the Blackfcet, in the country lying between the &resaid 
eastern bounda line, running from the mouth of lldCilk =ver to the 'S forty-nmth para el, and a line drawn from the left bank of the Mkouri 
River, opposite the Bound Butte north, to the forty-ninth parallel.' 

Haff to emtar WOLB 6. The parties to this treaty,$eaiding west of the main range sa&g of the Rocky Mountaius, agree and consent that they will not Pusr the 
common hunting-ground, nor any part of the Blackfoot Territory, or re- . t- home, by any pu in the mrin range of the Rocky Mountatns to 
the north of the Hell Gate or Medioine Bock Passes. And they further 
agree that the will not b n t  or otherwiie disturb the game, when visit- 
iug the Bdt Territory for trade or souial intercourse. 

hdiaos fo re- ABTIOL~D 6. The aforesaid nations and tribe8 of Iudians, parties to 
t& treaty, agree and consent to remain within thek own respective muu- 
tries, except when ing to or from, oE whilst huutin upon, the 'cow 

&o. 
trade or social intercourse. 

f mon huntmgpunF9 or when visiting each other or the purpose of 

a m  ABTIOLB 7. m e  aforesaid nations .ad t n i  of ~ n ~ i - a g r e e  that P un~d citbne bf the United States may live in and pass unmolested through the 
Indian m. countries respectively m p i e d  and claimed by them. And the United 

P*don States is hereby bound to.protect said Indians against depredations and 
&her unlawful a& which white men residing in or passing through their tiona 
couutry may commit. 

Eloack, Me- ABTIOL~D 8. For the purpose of establishing travelling thoroughfara s&yBllbT through their country, and the better to enable the President to execute 
&,,. may be es. the provisions of this treaty, the aforesaid nations and tribes do hereby 
tabMed consent and agree, that the United States .may, within the' countries 

respectively occupied and claimed by tbem, construct .roads of every 
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description ; establish linea of tel raph and military posts ; use matmiali 
of every description found in the%dian country ; build h a u a  for agen- 
tea, missions, schools, farms, shops, mills, stdions, and for any &er 
pa~pose.for which they may be required, and permanmtly occupy as 

.much land as may be necessary for the various pa above enumer- 
a* inc~u.ding the use of w d  for  fie^ and b d r w g ,  and that 
the nfivigation of all U e s  and streams s W  be forever free to eitieens of 
the United States. 

ABTICLE 9. In comiWon.of the fore$oin a eements, stipulatioq -a- and cessions, and on condition d their fWdf OL the united $ ~ ~ W o o t  - 
States agree to.expend, annually, for €he Piegau, Bloed, Blackhot, and em. 
Gros V e n m  tnbes of Indians, constitoting the B ~ w t  nation, in addi- 
tion to the goods and provisions distributed at the time d eigni this 
treaty, twenty thousand dollars, anhuall fbr tan years, to .be expended 
in iueh usef'd goods and p r m i s i ~  antother artidea, as the President, 
a t  his discretion, may frpm time to time determine; and the superin- 
tendent, or other per &cer, shall each year inform the President of 
t h e n t h e a o f t h e p f p k i n ~ t h e r e h :  Aaidd,h-,WIT, 
in the judgment of the President md Senate, this amount. be deemed 
insuficien\ it may be increased not to exceed the sam of thirty-five 
thowand dollars erpear. 

ABTICLE la h e  united states further agree to expend umua~~y, for o r e  wed 
the henelit of the sfbresaid tribea of the Blackfoot nation, a sum not ex- 
ceeding meen thousand dollars annually, for ten ears, in establishing 
and instructing them in . g i d t u l  and m e ~ h . o l ~ ~ ~ ~ l g u i t s ,  and in edu- 
cating their children, and in other rospeot romoting their civiliza- 
tion a d  I2hahiiacion: J3YEmd34 t80tmwT l& to .mn. XBh the 
objects of this article, the President may, at his discretion, aPp& any or 
all the annuities provided for in thia treaty: Bnd pout'w dm, That the 
President may, at  his dieeretion, determine in what proporti& the said 
annuities shall bo divided among the several tribes. 

ABTICLB 11. The sforesaid tribee acknowledge their depeadence on Proirsio~~~ to 
the government of the United States, and promise to be friendly with all ZindeTm ts 
citizens thereof, and to commit no depredations or other violence upon ln& 

-such cithens. And s h d d  any one or mare violate this pledge, and the aePredatSom 
faot be proved to the @Saction of the President, the property taken 
ahall be returned, or, in defanlt thereof, ot if injured or destro~ed, com- 
pensation may be made by tKe government out of the annui~ea. The 
s f d d  tribes are hereby bound to deliver snch offenders to the proper 
authorities for trial and punishment, and are held responsible m their tribal 
capacity, to make re on fir depredations ao committed. 

Nor'wiU they maEL upon any other tribes, e x q t  in df-defenq, WSP not * be 
but wi l l  iubmit all mpem of dllference between, themselves and &here 
Indiana to the government of the United States, through its ent, for selfaef- 
adjustment, and wi l l  abide thereby. And if any of the i a i d % m a ,  ~ n * h  
partiea to this treaty, commit depredations on uny other Indiana within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, the esme rule shall prevail as that -. 
prescribed in this article in case of depredatione against citi5ena And h i n s b  
the said tribes agree not to sbelter or conceal ofbnders against the lam be ~--. 
of the United States, but to W v e r  them up to the authorities for trial. 
' ABTICLE 12. I t  ie agreed and undemtoed, b and between the parties Ann- my be *P" in to this treaty, that if any nation or tribe of lndeo aforesaid, s td l  violate DI of v d.tion 

any of the agreements, obligations, or stipulatioas, herein contained, the of*-. 
Umted Statea may withhold tbr such length of time as the President and 
. C o n p s  may determine, any portion or all of the a d t i e s  agreed to be 
paid to said nation or tribe uuder the ninth and tenth artidea of this 
-Ye 

ABTICLB 18. The nations and tribea of Indians, parties to thii treaty, p e  
desire to d u d e  frem their coantry the use of ardent spirits or other agaiasthmdoe 
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tron or the ~ntro- intoxiaating liquor, and to preveat their people from drinking the same. 
dmtimofardent Therefore it is provided, that any Indian belonging to said tribes who is 
~ M t s .  guilty of bringing such liquor into the Indian country, or who drinks 

liquor, may have his or her proportion of the annuities withheld from him 
or her, for sncl~ time as the President may determine. 

TMS tresty to ARTI~LB 14. The afisaid nations and tribes of I n d i ,  west sf the 
be oompensation. in fd for Rocky Mountains, parties to this treaty, do agree, m codsideration of the 

provisions already made for them m existing treaties, to accept the p a r -  
anteea of the pewxful omupation of their huntinggroands, east of the 
Rocky Mountains, and of remuneration for deprei@ione made by the 
other tnies, pledged to be secured to them in this treaty out of the annu- 
ities of said tribe, in full cornpeasation for the concessions which they, in 
common with the said tribes, have made in thii treaty. 
The Indims east of the Mountaim, parties to this treaty, likewise 

-'P ze and accept the guarantees sf tW treaty, in full compensation 
for t e injuries or depredations whiclh have Wn, or may be committed 
by the a f o d d  tribes, weat of the Rocky Mountains. 

~ n r m i t i ~  not ARTI~LB 15. The annuities of the aforesaid trba shall not be taken gbt taken for to pay the debta d individuals 
ABTIOLB 16. This treat? shall bo obligatory upon the aforeartid nations 

and tribes of Indians, parhes hereto, frmn the date hereot; and upon the 
United Stat& as soon as the same shall. be rataed by the President and 
Senate. 

In testimony whereof the ssid A. Cumming and Issac I. Stevens, com- 
missionem on the- part of the United States, and tbe undersigned &i&, 
headmen, and delegates of the aforesaid nations and tribes of Indians, 
parties to this trea hive hereunto set their hands and seals at the place 
and on the day an a. year hereinbefore written.. 

A. (JclmaNG. 
IQAAC I. STEVENS. s:] 

NEETI-NEE, or the only chief," now 
called the Lame Bull, 

MOUNTAIN CHIEF, 
LOW HORN, 
LITTLE GIGBY HEAD, 
LITTLE DOG, 
BIG SNAKE, \ 

THE SKUNK, 
THE BAD HEAD, 
KITCH-EEPONEISTAH, 
MIDDLE SITTER, 

. ONIS-TAY-SAY-NAH-QUEW 
THE FATHER OF ALL CHILDREN, 
THE BTJLL'S BACK FAT, 
HEAVY SHIELD. 
NAH-TOSE-ONIE~~AE, 
THE CALF SHIRT, 

a, V i .  
BBAR'S SECIRT, 
LITTLE SOLDIER, 
STAR ROBE, 

hi x-mark. 
his x mark. 
hi x mart  
bi x mark. 
hisxmark. 
his ax mark. 
his x mark. 
hi8.x mark. 
bi x mark 
hi x mark. 

his x mark. 
hie x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
. his x mark. 

bi x mark 
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hi x mark. 

THE THREE BULLS, 
THE OLD KOOTOMAIS, his x mark. 
POW-A13-QuE, 
CHIEF RABBIT RUNNER, 

SPOTTED EAGLE, hi x mark. 
LOOKING GLASS, his x mark. 
THE THREE FEATHERS, hi x mark. 
EAGLE FROM THE LIGHT, his x mmk. 
THE LONE BIRD. his 'x mark. 
~P-SHUN-NEE~S,  his x mmk. 
JASON, his x mark. 
\VAT-TI-WAT-TI-m-HINCI(, his x mark. 
tVHITE BIRD, itis x mark. 
STABBING MAN, his x mark. 
JESSE, his x mark. 
PLENTY BEARS, his x mark. 

V I r n R ,  
ALEXANDER, 
HOSES, 
BIG CANOE, 
-ROSE, 
KOOTLE-CHA, 
MICHELLE, 
FRANCIS, 
VINCENT, 
ANDREW, 
ADOLPHE, 
THUNDER, 

hi x mark. 
his Ir mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
hi x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 

Piegans. 

RUNNING RABBIT,. his x mark. L. S. 
CHIEF BEAR, hi x mark. 
THE LITTLE WHITE BUFFALO, his x mark. 
THE BIG STRAW, his x mark. 

BEAR TRACK, his x mark. 
.LITTLE ~ C H E L L E ,  h i s x m u t .  F::] 
PALCHINAH, his x mark. L. s. 

BEoods. 

THE FEATHER, hi x mark. L. s. 
THE WHITE EAG~E,  ri x mark [L. s.1 
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Executed in presence of- 
SUES DOTY, Swretay. 
ALFRED J. VAUGHAN, Jr. 
E. ALW. HATCH, Agent for 

W. K TAPPAN, 
JANE8 BI~D, 
A. CULBEBTSON, Blaclfoot ~ ~ m .  
BENJ. DEROCHE, I 
BENJ. Krem, his x mark, 

~i tness ,  Jaxes DOTY, Fht aead ~ n t q e t e r s .  
GUSTAVUS SOHON, 
w. CaarQ, 

Witness, J u s  DOTY, 

I 
DELAWABE Jm, hi x mark, Nez Pmf Im%pretsrs. 

Witness, J ~ s  DOTY. 
A. J. HOEEKEOBSQ, 

A C ~ E E  CHIEP, (Baomm 

JAMES Cao* 
B. S. WILSON, 
A. C. JAOKSON, 
C H ~ ~ L E S  S ~ u c m q  his x mark. 
CHRIST. P. HIQQINSI 
A. H. ROBIE, 
8. S. Fom, Jr. 

And whereas, the said treaty having been submitted to the Senate of 
the United Stata for its constitut{onal d o n  thereon, the Senate did, on 
the fifieeath day of April, eighteen hundred and fifty* advise and con- 
sent to the ratification of the m e ,  by a resolution in the words and 
figures following, to wit : 

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION, SENATE OB TBE UNITED STATES, 

Ap&? 15,1856. 
Redu& (two thirds of the Senators present concmhg,) !lbt the 

Senate advise and consent to the ratification of the artid- of aa;ree- 
ment and convention made and coneluded between the United States and 
the Blackfeet and other tribes of Indians, at the council ground on the 
Upper Missouri Ever, October seventeenth, eighteen hundred and w- 
ave. 

Attest : ASBWY DICZEINS, &cr&my. 

Now, therefore, be it h o r n ,  that I, FRANJCLIN PIEBCE, President 
of the United States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice and 
consent of the Senate, ae expreseed in their resolution of the m t h  day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and *six, accept, raw, and 
confirm the said treaty. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to 
be hereto &ed, having signed the same with my hand. 

Done at the city of Washingtoo, this twenty-fi&h day of Apni  
A. D. one thousapd eight hundred and i%ly+ and of the rL* a] independence of the United States the eightieth. 

FBANKLIN PIEBCE. 
By the President : 

W. L. MAECY, ,!Ytwstay of Sicds. 




