
______________________
______________________
______________________
Appearing Pro Se 

IN THE BLACKFEET TRIBAL COURT

FOR THE BLACKFEET INDIAN RESERVATION

______________________________________________________________________

IN RE THE PARENTING OF:

)







)

____________________


)
Cause No. 2017 J _____________

DOB: _______________


)

____________________


)


DOB: _______________


)







)
 







)     PETITIONER’S PROPOSED PARENTING
_____________________,


)     PLAN
Petitioner,

)     




)
 

)


and





)

)

_____________________,


)

)

Respondent.
)

______________________________________________________________________

The Petitioner, ___________________, requests that the Court enter the following
1. IDENTIFICATION OF CHILDREN:
The parties have _______child(ren), namely:
 ________________ born ______________; 

________________ born ______________; 

________________ born ______________; 

________________ born ______________; 

Children is (an enrolled/descendent) member of the Blackfeet Tribe. 
2. IDENTIFICATION OF PARTIES:
The Petitioner, _____________________ (hereinafter “Petitioner”), resides in Browning, MT, which is within the exterior boundaries of the Blackfeet Reservation. The Petitioner is (employed/unemployed) at __________________. Petitioner is (an enrolled/descendent) member of the Blackfeet Tribe. 
The Respondent, _________________________ (hereinafter “Respondent”), resides in Browning, MT.  The Respondent is (employed or unemployed) at _______________________.  Respondent is (an enrolled/descendent) member of the Blackfeet Tribe.

3. PARENTING PLAN

The following parenting plan is in the best interests of the minor child(ren) and should be ordered by the court:

a) The child(ren) shall primarily reside with the (Mother/Father):
b) The child(ren) shall have time with their (Mother/Father), as follows: 

i. (Mother/Father),  will have visits every other weekend, beginning after school until Sunday at 6:00 pm, the week this plan is ordered into effect by the Court.   Each party will be responsible to make sure the minor child(ren) have clothing, toys, and other items they may need at the time of these visits.  The exchanges on Sunday will be at an agreed upon location, and both parties are to be on time and respectful of the others schedule. 
ii. (Mother/Father) will have weekly visits with the child(ren) on Wednesday evenings. (Mother/Father), will pick up minor children from school and will drop off the minor child(ren) by 7:00 pm to (Mother/Father), at an agreed upon location. 

iii.  If (Mother/Father), is unable to care for the child(ren) during (her/him) visitation times (she/he) will contact (Mother/Father) to pick up minor child(ren).   The minor child(ren) will not be placed in childcare or with a family member during (her/his) visitations.  (Mother/Father) may contact (Mother/Father) during non-visitation times to ask if (he/she) would be willing and able to watch the child(ren) if he needs childcare and will pick up minor child(ren) when (she/he) is completed with (his/her) task.    

iv. Holiday Visitation:
1. The Holiday schedule takes precedence over the regular weekly residential schedule as set forth above.  The parties shall abide by the following Holiday schedule:  

a. Easter – Even years with Father and odd years with Mother.

b. Thanksgiving – odd years with Mother and even years with Father.  The Thanksgiving Holiday begins on the Tuesday evening before Thanksgiving and ends on Sunday at 5pm. 

c. Christmas Holiday – Each year the parents will divide the children’s holiday schedule.  Father will have minor children from when school is released to Christmas Day at 6:00pm.  Mother will have the Minor Children from 6:00pm on Christmas Day to January 1st at 6:00 pm.   

d. Mother’s Day – every year with Mother;

e. Father’s Day – every year with Father;

f. Minor child(ren)’s Birthday’s – Even years with Mother and odd years with Father.  The parties can make arrangements for the minor child(ren)’s birthdays during their visitation time and not interrupt the other party’s visitation time.
c)  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Either parent may have telephone contact with the child(ren) at all reasonable times when the child(ren) are with the other parent.  This shall not be abused by either parent, keeping in mind that they are young child(ren) that do not have long attention spans for telephone conversations.  The conversations shall only be in regards to the child(ren)’s needs, activities and nothing more. The parents need to establish a co-parenting relationship for the betterment of their child(ren). 
d) During the exchanges neither parent shall be in any type of intoxicated state and must ensure the safety of the minor child(ren) to the other parent with an on-time arrival. During the exchanges, the parents will only discuss the child(ren)’s needs and will not discuss anything else.   
e) Each parent will be on time for the exchange and if for some reason they are late or unable to meet they will contact the other parent, in a timely manner.  If (Mother/Father) cancels her time or unable to take her scheduled parenting time (he/she) will not be able to make that time up and the schedule will resume as normal. Each parent will be respectful to the other and understand both have busy schedules and the minor child(ren)’s needs and activities are first and foremost.  
4.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PARENTING POLICIES:

Each parent should always avoid speaking negatively about the other and should firmly discourage such conduct by relatives or friends.  In fact, each parent should speak in positive terms about the other parent in the presence of the child(ren).  Each parent should encourage the child(ren) to respect the other parent.  The child(ren) should never be used by one parent to spy on the other parent or pass messages.  These basic rules of conduct and discipline established by the parents should also be the baseline standard for friends and relatives.
5. CHILD SUPPORT: 
(Mother/Father) (is/is not) requesting child support from Respondent. Child Support shall be determined in accordance with Blackfeet Tribal Ordinance #108 and Blackfeet Child Support Enforcement Office’s guidelines. 

6. MEDICAL INFORMATION:
The minor child(ren) are covered by Medicaid, Healthy Montana Kids program and she eligible for Indian Health Services at the Blackfeet Community Hospital.  Any uncovered medical expenses will be split evenly between both parents. 
7. PARENTAL ACCESS TO INFORMATION:

Based on the Blackfeet Law and Order Code for parenting matters Montana State Code applies; specifically § 40-4-225, MCA, provides that 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, access to records and information pertaining to minor children, including but not limited to medical, dental, law enforcement, and school records, may not be denied to a parent who is a party to a parenting plan.
8. TAX AND CHILD TAX CREDIT 
(Mother/Father) will claim the minor child(ren) for tax purposes and child tax credit.  
9. DESIGNATION OF PARENT FOR OTHER STATE AND FEDERAL PURPOSES:

Solely for the purpose of all other State and Federal statutes which require a designation or determination of custody, Father shall be designated as the custodian of the children. 
10. PRAYER:


This Proposed Parenting Plan is requested as the final parenting plan for the best interest and care of the minor child(ren).
DATED this ​​​_____ day of ____________________, 2018.
___________________________________________






Signature





Petitioner
PETITIONER’s Proposed Parenting Plan 
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